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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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At  lambing  time,  a  few  ewes— especially  2-year-old 
ewes  lambing  for  the  first  time— may  refuse  to  claim  their 
lamb  after  it  is  born.  After  a  ewe  has  been  restrained  in 
this  stanchion  at  intervals  during  the  day  for  a  few  days, 
she  will  probably  permit  her  lamb  to  nurse  without  being 
further  restrained. 

A  stanchion  like  this  is  necessary  for  successful  artificial 
insemination.  The  close  dimensions  in  length,  breadth, 
and  height  hold  the  ewe  in  the  correct  position  for  insemi- 
nation. 

One  stanchion  is  suggested  for  each  100  ewes  in 
the  flock.  However,  this  ratio  will  vary  according  to  the 
age  and  temperament  of  the  ewes. 

Although  it  is  possible  to  restrain  ewes  by  tying  them, 
the  stanchion  saves  trouble  and  is  more  dependable  than 
restraint  with  ropes. 

The  corners  of  the  2  by  2  inch  neck  boards,  the 
back  corners  of  the  crate,  and  the  rear  restraining  boards 
should  be  rounded  to  minimize  injury  of  the  ewe  and 
wearing  of  the  wool. 


The  stanchion  is  sturdily  built.  The  wide  2  by  4  inch 
supports  on  the  bottom  give  it  stability.  And  the  1  by  Va 
inch  straps  of  steel  on  the  corners  and  the  shelf  brackets 
used-  as  external  braces  on  the  posts  keep  it  in  reliable 
working  condition. 

The  plan  on  the  other  side  shows  the  complete  construc- 
tion details  and  the  materials  list  for  construction  of 
the  stanchion. 


Complete  working  drawings  may  be  obtained  through 
your  county  agent  or  from  the  Extension  agricultural 
engineer  at  most  State  agricidtural  colleges.  There  is 
usually  a  small  charge. 

ORDER  PLAN  NO.  5912,  EWE  STANCHION 

If  working  drawings  of  this  plan  are  not  available  in 
your  State,  write  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Agricultural  Engineering  Research  Division,  Plant  Indus- 
try  Station,  Beltsville,  Md.  The  U.S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture does  not  distribute  drawings,  but  will  direct  you 
to  a  State  that  does  distribute  them. 
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